
President’s Message

Greetings TOS Membership,

I am thrilled to serve as your new President for this next 
term. I have big shoes to fill as our prior President Bert 
Bennett did such a fabulous job. I will most definitely be 
tapping into his knowledge and experience to help the 
society through the next year. 

Our first meeting is coming soon on August 28 at 2:00. We 
are continuing with in-person meetings at the Norfolk 
Botanical Gardens Auditorium, located in the Administration
Building at the front of the Gardens. 

Our new Vice President Dori Iwanowski is working hard on 
Programming. Our first in-person speaker is Dr. Lawrence 
W. Zettler, a Hitchcock Professor of Biology at Illinois 
College located in Jacksonville, Illinois. A short biography is
provided later in the newsletter. The title of his presentation 
is Saving Orchids: Their Future in a Warming World. I 
encourage you to review the website link provided in his bio 
to learn about Dr. Zettler’s orchid recovery program. It is 
quite interesting! I suggest you bring your questions, Dr. 
Zettler will be coming to us with a wealth of orchid 
knowledge.

Folks who have extra plants they’d like to sell, feel free to 
bring them for the sales table. However, keep in mind our 
next meeting on October 2nd will be the member donated 
plant auction. This auction is one of the primary fund raisers 
for the Society. This is a great opportunity to share any 
plants that you’ve split or can’t fit back into the greenhouse 
for the upcoming colder months. For newer growers, this is a
wonderful time to try out a new species and tap into 
membership knowledge on growing orchids. Some of my 
favorite plants (that I’ve kept alive 😊) I picked up at the 
member auctions. All proceeds will benefit the society. We 
only ask that you provide clean plants and if they have tags, 
please include. We accept NOID or NONAME plants as 
well. This will be an equal opportunity auction!! 
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2022-2023Schedule

8/28:  Lawrence Zettler
10/2:  Membership donated auction
11/6:  Kelly McCracken – High Desert Orchids
12/4:  Awards Banquet - NBG
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Additionally, if you have plants in bloom and would like 
to show them off, bring them to the August meeting for 
display on our show table.

With a new year comes a new series of Beginners Classes. 
For those members current on dues who want to learn 
more about orchids, contact Patsy Temple to sign up for 
attendance (see your roster for contact information). 
Classes are held monthly on Saturdays at 10:00 at the 
Virginia Tech Agricultural Research and Extension Center 
located at 1444 Diamond Springs Road, Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. The first class will be September 17.

Friendly reminder to ensure your dues are current. You can
bring payment to our next meeting. We are also trying 
something new and will bring a credit card reading system
to the meetings to accept payment. We have not tried this 
before and hope it will make it easier on the membership 
and our Treasurer, Barbara MacKechnie. To offset the fees
associated with using the credit card system, a charge of 
$1 will be applied to memberships. That means, single 
membership paid by credit card will be $31 and family 
memberships will be $41. Any questions about 
membership, please reach out to Peney Williams or Patsy 
Temple. We will also be able to accept payment through 
the credit card system for sales table sales. Again, to offset
the fees of the system, a 3% charge will be added to the 
overall sales price. All payments, for membership and 
sales table, can still be made by cash or check. 

I know a lot of you are interested in what’s in store for our 
December awards event. With Hits at The Park closing, we
will be trying something new for 2022. A potluck 
luncheon will be held at the Norfolk Botanical Gardens 
and awards will be presented at that time. Due to the 
Garden’s winter light show schedule, we will host the 
event during the day. Dori is working hard with her team 
on this festive event and we are very excited. There is still 
a lot to work out on the event; more details will be 
provided as we get closer to the date. Stay tuned!

Welcome back members!! I look forward to seeing you at 
our first meeting. You can find the list of future meeting 
dates with speakers and activities in our newsletter and on 
the TOS website.

Happy Growing!
Sandra Cross 

BIO

Dr. Lawrence (Larry) W. Zettler was raised in north-
central Florida, near Gainesville.  After earning his B.S. 
degree from the University of Florida (1987), Larry earned
his Ph.D. in Plant Physiology from Clemson University in 
1994 where he developed a protocol for 
propagating Platanthera integrilabia from seed using a 
fungus (symbiotic germination) that he later co-described 
as a new species.  In 1996, he established Illinois College 
Orchid Recovery Program 
https://www.ic.edu/biology/orchidrecovery that enlists the 
help of undergraduate college students to conserve rare 
species throughout the United States and around the 
world.  The first species he studied at Illinois College was 
the U.S. Federally threatened Eastern Prairie Fringed 
Orchid, Platanthera leucophaea.  Since that time, 100+ 
undergraduate students have studied other rare orchids in 
the Midwest, as well as Florida, Hawaii, the Caribbean, 
and South America.  During 2012-2017, he collaborated 
with researchers from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in 
England to conserve rare orchids of Madagascar.  He is 
currently collaborating with researchers at the Smithsonian
Environmental Research Center studying orchids in the 
Republic of Palau (W Pacific).  He has authored/co-
authored 60 peer-reviewed scientific publications, three 
book chapters, and illustrated two books in color 
including Dragonflies of North America (Scientific 
Publishers, 2000) depicting 167 species.  He is currently 
completing a book he is co-authoring with Phil Seaton 
(Saving Orchids: Their Future in a Warming World) which
is expected to be published in 2023.  His research projects 
involving orchids have been publicized regionally, 
nationally and internationally by the news media (e.g., 
BBC-TV, National Public Radio, Huffington Post, Radio 
Havana Cuba, Honolulu Star Advertiser, CBS Miami, 
National Geographic). He and his wife, Dr. Elizabeth 
Rellinger Zettler, and their daughter, Audrey, enjoy quiet 
home life with their menagerie of pets and plants. 
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Pictures from our June Member Plant Auction and Picnic – photos by Don Greaser
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        http://www.tidewaterorchidsociety.org

An AOS Affiliated Society

Tidewater Orchid Society is a 501(c)(3) organization 

   

   
   Would you like photos of your flowering        
  orchids included in the monthly newsletter      
                         photo gallery?  

    Members can post pictures in the Facebook  
    group and I will download them from            
    there. (Note, I cannot use video or 3D           
    images).

    Or, you may email your photo as an               
   attachment to Ellen Hansen.  Refer to your     
   roster for the email address.

    Please remember to include your name and   
    your plant’s name.  Thank you!
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TIDEWATER ORCHID SOCIETY
Minutes

Membership Meeting
June 5, 2022

The June membership meeting was brought to order by President Bert Bennett at 2:05pm at the Norfolk 
Botanical Garden.  Members enjoyed a wonderful pot-luck luncheon.

Bert explained today’s setup for the member plant auction.

Sunshine committee had nothing to report.

Finance- most bills have been paid with regard to the March Show and Sale and the society is in good 
financial shape.

The TOS board voted starting July 1, 2022 there will be an increase in club dues as follows:
● Single membership- $30.00 per year
● Family membership- $40.00 per year
● Student membership- $8.00 per year (remains the same)

A credit card reader will be available at meetings to handle payment with a fee. Exact amount of fee is still
being researched but will be nominal to cover the fee% charged by the Square system. 

Bert discussed the option to have virtual guest speakers at our meetings as well as in-person speakers due 
to the increase in travel expenses. He also encouraged members to join the AOS with all its great benefits 
and to invite friends to our future meetings.

Our next Awards Banquet is on December 4th and is still in the planning stage with more details to follow.

Don Greaser, our historian, is in the process of organizing TOS files and transferring them into digital 
form.

Bert asked members to explore the possibility of participating in more orchid shows in the future.

New TOS officers were installed for the 2022-2023 year as followed:
 President- Sanda Cross
 Vice President- Dori Iwanowski
 Secretary- Louise Roesser
 Treasurer- Barbara MacKechnie
 Trustee- Jamie Krochmal (2022-2025)
 Trustee- Judy Hyszczak (2022-2025)

Jamie and Sandra presented Bert with an orchid gift for all his service as President to the TOS.

Member auction followed.

Meeting adjourned at 3:45pm.
Minutes submitted by Louise Roesser
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_______________________________________________________________________________

Thinking of joining the AOS (American Orchid Society)? There are many benefits to joining.
Here are a few:

    • Monthly Orchid Magazine which includes great articles & a gallery of AOS awarded plants
    • Webinars are internet-connected audiovisual presentations from industry experts which you can view live or later at

your leisure.
• OrchidPro (95k+ photos) a program which includes the history & description of many awarded plants

• Save a minimum of 5% from top 50 orchid vendors
    • Popular Orchid Care Articles

    • And More

The AOS supports educational opportunities, orchid conservation & research & world-class awards &
judging system. Our goal is to promote the appreciation of orchids, the American Orchid Society delivers

the most up-to-date, accurate, educational information about orchid culture and sponsors research and
conservation initiatives to improve the outlook for orchids around the globe.

Membership levels are:  Gold $81 (one year) $162 (2years) includes online + print magazine OR Silver
$54 (one year) $108 (2 years) includes online magazine only.  For more information go to aos.org.

______________________________________________________________________________
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Gentle Reminder

It’s time to renew your TOS membership and pay 
your dues.

Please make checks payable to TOS.

Your dues help the Society continue to offer the 
programs and activities we all enjoy.

$30 Individual
$40 Family
$8 Student

THANK YOU!
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May and June Beginner’s classes

Our member Matt Weston 
recently had a cross 

named.  

Here is BLC Victoria 
Blowe.
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Kaplan-Brassocatanthe Little Mermaid 'Janet'
D.E. Wittkower-Trichopogon

Ecuagenera Dream

Jamie Krochmal-Dendrobium Green
Lantern

Claudia Young-Bl Virginia Earthquake

Kaplan-Bulb. carunculatum

Yulia Moshkariova-NOID mini Phal

Kaplan-Cattleya First Date
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D.W. Wittkower-Encyclia
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Kaplan-Habenaria erichmichelii 'Cardinal's Roost'

D.E. Wittkower-Paph. Mark Hasegawa

D.E. Wittkower-Masd. veitchiana

Jamie Krochmal-Aspasia lunata
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Kaplan-Paph. William Ambler

Louise Roesser-Bllra Tropic Tom
'Kinky'

Claudia Young-Haraella retrocalla

John Zukosky-Grammatophyllum

Kaplan-Bulb. thiurum

D.E. Wittkower-Lycaste cochleata

Yulia Moshkariova-Phal. Narbonne
Jamie Krochmal-Neofinetia falcata 
'Kinrukaku' x Asctm ampullaceum v 
alba 'Fuch's Snow'

D.E. Wittkower-Masd.
Celestial Stripes
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Peter Breed-Phal. bellina 'Fire' x sib

Kaplan-Phal. Fuller's Mask 'Smile'

Louise Roesser-Rlc Waianae Leopard
'Ching Hua'

Jamie Krochmal-Lc Powhatan 'Frank Drew'

Kaplan-Cattleya Hausermann's Sultan
'Summer Spectacular'

John Zukosky-Paph. Fred's Contrast

Kaplan-Dendrobium dearei

Yulia Moshkariova-Phal. 'Magic Art'

Claudia Young-Bc Flyboy Jimmy Lawson
x C. Pradit Spots 'Dark Prime' AM/AOS
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Kaplan-Paph. Prime Child Ellen Hansen-Paph. Olivia Casa Luna

Louise Roesser-Dendrobium variabilis Tom Chapman-Phrag. Bird's Delight

Kaplan-Perreiraara Bangkok Sunset


