
President’s Message

Greetings Membership,

Wishing you and your families a happy Thanksgiving. 

The temperatures are definitely dropping. I took my 
Dendrobium Kingianum outside because they 
apparently need this type of weather in order to bloom. 
I’ll find out next year if it works. Many plants like a 
drop in temperature to help them bloom the following 
year. If you don’t know if your orchid requires a drop in
temperature, there are several sources online for you to 
research. Our November 6 speaker Kelly McCracken 
provided several options in her presentation to learn 
about how to grow orchids. One source is 
http://www.orchidspecies.com/. Another source is the 
American Orchid Society https://www.aos.org/. 

Kelly was a great, energetic speaker on fragrant 
miniature orchids. I still can’t get my head around an 
orchid that smells like hospital soap.

December 4 is our membership pot-luck Awards 
luncheon. The luncheon will be held at the Norfolk 
Botanical Gardens Auditorium, located in the 
Administration Building at the front of the Gardens. We
have missed the last 2 years’ award banquets and I’m 
very much looking forward to having this in-person 
event. Our previous venue, Hits at the Park, is no 
longer available. We are trying something new with the 
pot-luck luncheon at the Gardens. Who knows? Maybe 
we will be starting a new tradition after this year.

The luncheon will be a covered dish meal. Three people
have volunteered to supply the main meat/protein 
dishes. Please bring a vegetable, side dish, or dessert. If
you are bringing guests, prepare enough for all the 
guests.  Make sure that any food containers meet the
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2022-2023Schedule

12/4:  Awards Banquet – NBG
1/8:  Glen Decker – Piping Rock Orchids
2/5:  Dr. Clark Riley – Maryland Orchid Society
3/5:  Purchased Plant Auction
4/2:  Steve A. Frowine
5/7:  Harry Gallis, MD – Mini Catts
6/4:  Picnic and Auction
8/27:  Luanne Ethridge – (Zoom)
10/1:  Mary Gerritsen
11/5:  Jean Stefanik, AOS Accredited Judge
12/3:  Awards Banquet

Officers
President Sandra Cross
Vice President Dori Iwanowski
Secretary Louise Roesser

Treasurer Barbara MacKechnie   
Past President Bert Bennett

Trustees
2020-2023 – Pat Coderre, Roberta Lewis
2021-2024 – Peney Williams, Richard Palley
2022-2025 – Jamie Krochmal, Judy Hyszczak

Volunteers
AOS Rep Louise Roesser
Auction Jamie Krochmal, Bert 

Bennett
Budget Barbara MacKechnie
Conservation Richard Palley
Door Prize Nell Drees
Education Patsy Temple, Ken 

Peterson
Table Judging
Exhibits Frank Drew, Bert Bennett
Historian Don Greaser
Hospitality Jeanette Spreeman,

Pat Coderre,Judy 
Hyszczak

Library Kathy Greaser
Membership Patsy Temple, Peney 

Williams
Newsletter Ellen Hansen
Program Dori Iwanowski
Publicity Dori Iwanowski
Sales Table Dorothy Gilliam,

Peggy Rogers, Roseann 
Wade

Sunshine Cynni & Red Taylor

Webmaster Paul Chung          

Tidewater Orchid Society
November 2022 Newsletter

http://www.orchidspecies.com/
https://www.aos.org/


TOS Newsletter November 2022

 requirements of NBG. Drinks, plates, and utensils 
will be provided. 

Awards from the previous table judging will be 
announced. Are you one of the awardees? Come and 
find out. It should be a fun and festive event. Join us! 
Please note, that due to the NBG Garden of Light 
show, the luncheon will be from noon to 4:00. 

Wishing everyone a safe and orchid-filled holiday 
season!
Sandra Cross 
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        http://www.tidewaterorchidsociety.org

An AOS Affiliated Society

Tidewater Orchid Society is a 501(c)(3) organization 

   

   
   Would you like photos of your flowering        
  orchids included in the monthly newsletter      
                         photo gallery?  

    Members can post pictures in the Facebook  
    group and I will download them from            
    there. (Note, I cannot use video or 3D           
    images).

    Or, you may email your photo as an               
   attachment to Ellen Hansen.  Refer to your     
   roster for the email address.

    Please remember to include your name and   
    your plant’s name.  Thank you!

Gentle Reminder

It’s time to renew your TOS membership and pay 
your dues.

Please make checks payable to TOS.

Your dues help the Society continue to offer the 
programs and activities we all enjoy.

$30 Individual
$40 Family
$8 Student

THANK YOU!
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TIDEWATER ORCHID SOCIETY

Minutes
Membership Meeting

November 6, 2022

The meeting was called to order by President Sandra Cross at 2:02 p.m. at Norfolk Botanical Gardens.

The minutes of the October meeting were discussed and approved.

Barbara MacKechnie provided the Treasurer’s report.  The auction raised about $1,100.

The beginner’s orchid class will be making a trip to Floradise Orchids this coming Saturday.

An auction to benefit the Arthur Kaplan Orchid Conservatory at Old Dominion University will be held 
this coming Saturday.

Vice President, Dori Iwanowski gave an update on the Awards Banquet, December 4, 2022 to be held 
beginning at noon at the Norfolk Botanical Garden.  The luncheon will be a covered dish meal.  Three 
people have volunteered to supply the meat dishes.  Please bring a vegetable, side dish, or dessert.  If you 
are bringing guests, prepare enough for all the guests.  Make sure that any food containers meet the 
requirements of NBG.  Drinks, plates, and utensils will be provided.

Don Greaser will be the new Table Judging Chair next year.

Membership, Patsy Temple reported that two new members joined last month.

Jamie Krochmal encouraged everyone to join the American Orchid Society (AOS). He mentioned that the 
greenhouse chat is available each month to anyone and is a good resource.

Additionally, Jaimie talked about the Massachusetts Orchid Society Website which has a great deal of 
valuable information.

Sandra discussed the various requests that come to TOS for speakers at local garden clubs. TOS will 
organize this better. A section of the website will be carved out to identify how to request speakers, for 
which date and location of the garden club. The ability to make a donation to TOS will also be added to 
the instructions. Speakers will also be provided a handful of TOS membership pamphlets to generate new 
members. All of this is in its infancy and more information will be forthcoming. In the interim, if any 
members are interested in being a speaker locally, provide Sandra Cross:

 Your name
 Title of your presentation(s)
 Limitations on locations/areas where willing to travel

Sandra also announced that TOS is still looking for someone to help out with inquiries that come into the 
Website. If interested, let Sandra know. 
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Sandra thanked Ellen Hansen for doing such a good job on the newsletter.

Dori talked about the programs for the coming year and introduced speaker, Kelly McCracken.

Raffle held.

Meeting adjourned at 3:28 PM

Minutes by Jim Massay

___________________________________________________________________________

Thinking of joining the AOS (American Orchid Society)? There are many benefits to joining.
Here are a few:

    • Monthly Orchid Magazine which includes great articles & a gallery of AOS awarded plants
    • Webinars are internet-connected audiovisual presentations from industry experts which you can view live or later at

your leisure.
• OrchidPro (95k+ photos) a program which includes the history & description of many awarded plants

• Save a minimum of 5% from top 50 orchid vendors
    • Popular Orchid Care Articles

    • And More

The AOS supports educational opportunities, orchid conservation & research & world-class awards &
judging system. Our goal is to promote the appreciation of orchids, the American Orchid Society delivers

the most up-to-date, accurate, educational information about orchid culture and sponsors research and
conservation initiatives to improve the outlook for orchids around the globe.

Membership levels are:  Gold $81 (one year) $162 (2years) includes online + print magazine OR Silver
$54 (one year) $108 (2 years) includes online magazine only.  For more information go to aos.org.

______________________________________________________________________________
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In October, the Beginner’s class travelled to visit Jeff and Linda Morris.  These were some of the
flowering orchids in Jeff ’s greenhouse.
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Visiting with the Morrises and exploring Jeff ’s greenhouse
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A visit to Floradise Orchids in Mechanicsville VA
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