
President’s Message

Hello TOS Membership,

It is starting to look like Fall out there. With our recent 
ups and downs in temperatures, I hope all plants still 
outside survived and are doing well. Transitioning 
plants back inside may generate some level of stress. 
Take deep breaths and know you have a Society full of 
empathetic listeners and cheerers. If you are having 
trouble fitting all your plants back inside, consider 
bringing a plant to our next meeting for sharing with a 
new member or beginner.

I would like to thank all those members who donated 
orchids for our October auction. Major kudos go to our 
auctioneers Jamie Krochmal and Bert Bennett. They 
did such a super job running the event. Although the 
auction proceeds failed to meet our targeted fundraising
goal, it was successful in raising necessary funds for the
operation of the Society. Great job bidders! You 
grabbed lots of excellent plants. If you have questions 
about the ‘newcomer’ orchid you took home, bring 
your questions to the next meeting. 
 
Our next meeting will be held at 2:00 on November 6th 
at the Norfolk Botanical Gardens Auditorium, located 
in the Administration Building at the front of the 
Gardens. Our guest speaker will be Kelly McCracken 
from High Desert Orchids 
https://highdesertorchids.com/.  Kelly will be speaking 
on miniatures and growing plants under lights, and will 
be bringing plants to sell. A short bio is provided below.

Because our speaker is bringing plants for sale, we will 
not have a sales table at this meeting. We will have a
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 show table so bring along those beautiful blooms and
show off your amazing orchids. 

Our November 12th Beginners Class will not be held 
as the group is heading out on a road trip to Floradise 
http://www.floradise.com/. This is a self-driving trip. 
If you are interested in participating, contact Patsy 
Temple by email (twlbtwg1@verizon.net) or phone 
757-287-4947.

Also on November 12, the Society is hosting an 
orchid auction to support the Arthur & Phyllis Kaplan
Orchid Conservatory located at Old Dominion 
University. This auction will be held in the same 
room as our normal membership meetings; Norfolk 
Botanical Gardens, Administration Building at the 
front of the Gardens. There will be over 100 orchids 
for auction. The plants will include a variety of 
species and be in several sizes. Viewing and 
registration card pick-up will begin at 11 a.m. The 
auction will take place between 12 p.m. – 2 p.m. For 
more information and an auction catalog, contact: 
dduling@odu.edu. All proceeds go to the 
Conservatory.

Our December 4 meeting will be our membership 
pot-luck Awards luncheon at the Gardens. Details on 
start time and suggested dishes to bring will be 
forthcoming at our November meeting. 

Happy Growing!
Sandra Cross 

 

 

Kelly McCracken, owner of High Desert Orchids started as 
an avid hobbyist, and like many of you, couldn’t stop buying 
plants. Quickly one greenhouse became two, and now she 
grows plants in a unique 3,000 sq ft high-bay industrial 
warehouse space all under artificial lights. Kelly specializes 
in miniature plants, with a particular affection for miniature 
Cattleyas , Angraecoids, Jewel Orchids, and Dendrobiums.
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        http://www.tidewaterorchidsociety.org

An AOS Affiliated Society

Tidewater Orchid Society is a 501(c)(3) organization 

   

   
   Would you like photos of your flowering        
  orchids included in the monthly newsletter      
                         photo gallery?  

    Members can post pictures in the Facebook  
    group and I will download them from            
    there. (Note, I cannot use video or 3D           
    images).

    Or, you may email your photo as an               
   attachment to Ellen Hansen.  Refer to your     
   roster for the email address.

    Please remember to include your name and   
    your plant’s name.  Thank you!

mailto:dduling@odu.edu
http://www.floradise.com/
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TIDEWATER ORCHID SOCIETY
Minutes

October 2, 2022

The October membership meeting was brought to order by President Sandra Cross at 2:00pm at the 
Norfolk Botanical Gardens. Sandra made the following announcements:

October 8- Beginner’s class at the VT AREC facility
November 6- Next membership meeting at 2:00pm at the NBG. Guest speaker will be Kelly 
McCracken (in person) from High Desert Orchids. She will be bringing plants for sale.
November 12- Beginner’s class field trip to Floradise Orchids. Contact Patsy Temple for more 
information.
November 12- ODU Kaplan Orchid Conservatory auction. Plant viewing starts at 11:00am and 
auction starts at 12:00. NBG Administration Building. All proceeds go to the conservatory.
December 4- Pot-Luck Awards luncheon at the NBG. More details forthcoming.

AOS- Louise announced upcoming webinar on Masdevallias and Fall 2022 Virtual Auction ends on 
October 7th.

Minutes from the August membership meeting were approved as written.
Plant Auction 

 Tax form available to members for today’s auction
 All proceeds go to the TOS
 There will be a 3% surcharge added to cost when using a charge card. Cash and check are still 

welcomed.

Jamie announced that there will be a purchased plant auction in March.

Member donated plant auction was conducted by Bert and Jamie.

Meeting adjourned at 3:30pm.

Minutes submitted by Louise Roesser
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___________________________________________________________________________

Thinking of joining the AOS (American Orchid Society)? There are many benefits to joining.
Here are a few:

    • Monthly Orchid Magazine which includes great articles & a gallery of AOS awarded plants
    • Webinars are internet-connected audiovisual presentations from industry experts which you can view live or later at

your leisure.
• OrchidPro (95k+ photos) a program which includes the history & description of many awarded plants

• Save a minimum of 5% from top 50 orchid vendors
    • Popular Orchid Care Articles

    • And More

The AOS supports educational opportunities, orchid conservation & research & world-class awards &
judging system. Our goal is to promote the appreciation of orchids, the American Orchid Society delivers

the most up-to-date, accurate, educational information about orchid culture and sponsors research and
conservation initiatives to improve the outlook for orchids around the globe.

Membership levels are:  Gold $81 (one year) $162 (2years) includes online + print magazine OR Silver
$54 (one year) $108 (2 years) includes online magazine only.  For more information go to aos.org.

______________________________________________________________________________
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Gentle Reminder

It’s time to renew your TOS membership and pay 
your dues.

Please make checks payable to TOS.

Your dues help the Society continue to offer the 
programs and activities we all enjoy.

$30 Individual
$40 Family
$8 Student

THANK YOU!
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September 17 Beginner’s Class held at the Virginia Tech Extension in Norfolk, VA.  Class led by Patsy
Temple.  Parts of the plant were identified and discussed.
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TOS member plant auction, held at the Norfolk Botannical Gardens on October 2, 2022.  Over 50 plants
were auctioned off, with proceeds going to the Society.
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Beginner’s class at the Virginia Tech Extension led by Patsy Temple on October 8.  Topics included plant
parts, diseases, ailments, bugs, and mites.
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